ANTH/GEOG 1110—Introduction to Sustainability
Green Project

For your final paper you will be asked to conduct your own research on a sustainability topic of your choosing.  You should first consider what you think the biggest sustainability issues are, the areas you’re most interested in regarding sustainability, and the types of changes in terms of individual behavior that could have the most impact on our local community.  These actions could be things that our campus community does here on campus every day, but they could be things that apply more to their homes, commutes, or lives more generally.  Once you’ve decided on a topic to focus on, you will need to submit a research proposal. This form can be found in the “Start Here” module on our D2L site. 

Your paper should be well researched and accurate. You should also do your best to think holistically about the issue—what is it that prevents people from doing something now, and how could you encourage that action?  Your result will be a 2000-word paper with in-text citations.

There are lots of different projects that could be successful.  Some ideas are:
· Cleaning Green– educate the community on how chemicals and household cleaners affect the environment and propose alternatives that are less harmful
· Reducing Food Waste—present issues around food insecurity, waste reduction, equity, and food deserts, then propose ways to reduce your food waste while potentially supporting food shelves (like the Campus Cupboard!)
· Sustainable Agriculture—examine and display the differences between more traditional and sustainable agricultural systems, as well as the potential benefits to supporting local and sustainable agriculture 
· Green Your Ride—investigate the commuting habits of our campus community then present alternatives such as carpooling, walking, biking, etc.  Consider what incentives could help people change their mode of transportation

You are encouraged to think outside the box for this assignment, but if you need help getting started, I encourage you to review some of the Eco-Ambassador Activities listed here:  https://archive.epa.gov/ecoambassadors/web/html/activities.html 

Grading Rubric for Research Paper
	Category for grade
	Points
	Very Good
	Good
	Fair
	Poor
	Points Earned/ Deductions

	VG
	G
	F
	P

	Submitted by due date
	0
	By the due date
	By the due date
	Up to 3 days late
	More than 3 days late
	0
	0
	15
	25

	Research proposal
	50
	Complete and submitted
	Missing information but correctly submitted
	Missing information or not correctly submitted
	Not submitted
	50
	35
	25
	0

	Introduction of the topic, including thesis statement
	20
	Introduction of the topic, including thesis statement (at least 750 words)
	Introduction of the topic, including thesis statement (at least 650 words)
	Introduction of the topic, including thesis statement (at least 550 words)
	No thesis statement or less than 549 words
	20
	15
	10
	5

	Discussion of topic
	20
	Clear and detailed definition (at least 1000 words)
	Detailed definition but missing some depth/clarity/words (at least 900 words)
	Definition included but lacking depth/clarity/words (at least 800 words)
	No definition (or less than 799 words)
	20
	15
	10
	5

	Conclusion
	20
	Clear and detailed discussion of comparisons
	Detailed discussion of comparisons but missing some depth/clarity
	Discussion of comparisons included but lacking depth/clarity
	Little or no discussion of comparisons
	20
	15
	10
	5

	Structure
	20
	Proper formatting used
	Minor errors formatting
	Significant errors in formatting
	Incorrectly formatted
	20
	15
	10
	5

	Citations
	20
	In text and citation page included
	Either missing
	Both missing
	Both missing
	20
	10
	0
	0




Example - Lisa Becker’s Project
Topic: Water Usage Ideas
Introduction – talk about your chosen topic. What made you choose that topic? At least 750 words
In the body of your text, you should discuss the material about your topic. At least 1000 words  
In your conclusion, restate your thesis and wrap up any discussion topics. 
You need citations for this paper.  I do not care what format you use as long as you have citations in the narrative (in text) and a reference page at the end. 

Example

Your paper should have text citations (Becker 2018) within the body of your text and on your reference cited page(s).

On a separate page……..
Reference Page
Becker, Lisa 2018 Notes on how to write your paper. Publisher Name. City, State where published


